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· The use of both legal and illicit drugs 

touches most Americans directly or 

indirectly.

· Laws are made in an effort to safeguard the 

members of our society.

· The drug laws in force now are a 

combination of federal, state and local laws 

that have accumulated since the passage of 

the Harrison Act in 1914.



A controlled drug is a drug whose 

possession, manufacture, distribution and 

sale are controlled by law.  A prescription is 

needed to obtain controlled drugs.  Illicit 

drug use includes the use of a controlled

drug without a prescription.



· Human beings often desire to alter their 

consciousness. We like to feel different.

· The use of illegal drugs has physical, 

emotional, social and legal 

consequences.  People who develop 

drug problems generally begin with the 

belief that they will receive benefits 

from and can control their drug use.


